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Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting 
F\VP Headquarters - Helena, MT 

August 11,2016 

Commission Members Present: Dan Vcnnillion-Chainnan, Richard Stukcr-Vicc Chainnan. 
and Gary Wolfe 
Matt Tourtlottc via telephone 

Fish, Wildlife & Parks StatTPrcsent: Mike Volesky, Chief of Operations and FWP Staff. 

Guests: August 11,2016 - Sec Commission file folder for sign-in sheet. 

Topics or Discussion: 
I. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Approval of Minutes of the July 13,2016 Commission Me<tiog 
3. Approval of Commission Expenses 
4. Commission Reports 
5. Director's Report 
6. Classification of Exotic Wildlife Administrat ive Rules of Montana - Proposed 

Cal/ilrichidae (Primate family including Tamarins and Mannosets) ~ Prohibited 
7. Water Update 
8. Future Fisheries Project Approvals - Final 
9. Bass Fishing Contest Petition - Final 
10. Duck Creek Fishing Access Site Construction Closure (R6) ~ Final 
II. 2017 Fishing Regulations ~ Proposed 
12. Blackfoot Clearwater Forestry Project - Final 
13. Keogh Conservation Easement Addition - Final 
14. Brucellosis 2016 Work Plan Review and Proposed 2017 Annual Work Plan - Proposed 
15. Bighorn Sheep Health Update - Informational 
t 6. Selection of Organizations to Auction 2017 Moose, Sheep, Goat, Mule Deer and Elk Licenses -
Final 

I. Call to Order - Pledge of Allegiance 
Chainnan Vennillion called the meeting to order at 8:32 a .m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

1. Approval of Minutes of the July 13, 1016 Commission Meeting 
Actio,,: Commissioller '''olfe movell a"d Vice-Chairma" SlIIker seco"ded 'he 1II0lioll 10 approve Ihe 
mill Illes of 'he Jill)' 13, 2016. Molio" passed. 

3. Approval or Commission Expenses 
AClio,,: Comlllissioller Wolfe movell alld Vice-Chair",a" SlIIker secolldeilihe IIIolioll 10 approve Ihe 
Jill)' 2016 COllllllissioll e.'(pellses. MOlioll passell. 

4. Commission Reports 
Commissioner Tourtlotte reported several rivers arc on hoot-owl rL-strictions. Several calls on shoulder 
seasons; a lot of interest. Attended a picnic with the Montana Conservation Voters organization; very 
interesting group; public access and stream access issues were discussed; important for everyone to 
understand candidates who are running for office and who share their same values. 

Commissioner Wolfe reported hoot-owl restrictions on several rivers arc being lifted due to cooler 
weather; flows are still low. Attended the Wildlife Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
(W AFW A) summer meeting; good meeting; 20 states were represented; key topics were Endangered 
Species Act refonn, large carnivore management and wild life disease; Ken McDonald, FWP Wildlife 
Administrator received the Presidential Award. Attended the Region 2 Citizens Advisory Council (CAC) 
meeting; six new members. Received calls complaining about private landowners who are soliciting 
trespass fees for the shoulder season; shoulder seasons where put in place to deal with private landowner 
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problems; charging for DCCCSS during shoulder seasons violates the purpose; would like the Commission to discuss for future shoulder 
seasons. Received calls on the proposed fishing regulations Dnd grizzly bear dclisting. Receivc.'tl severol emails concerning the stales 
h3Zing proposal. 

Vice-Chainnan Stuker stated he agrees with Commissioner Wolfe' s comments on shoulder seasons. Has seen several fawns while 
haying; good sign. Some areas in Region 4 arc in hoot·owl restrictions. Hunting District (HD) 410 is in the process of an elk 
management season. Received calls from landowners regarding shoulders seasons; not understating the conversations or lellers; stated 
they should have been contacted earl ier; website infonnation needs to be boldcr. Visited with a watercraft inspection station by Swan 
Lake. Received inquiries who feel the Department is not doing as much as they could to infonn the public regarding grizzly bears in the 
Rocky Mountain Front. 

Chninnan Vennillion reponed several hoot-owl restnctions arc in place; hard to ovcr.oemphasize the importance of the rivers to 
southwestern Montana's c.~onomy; a lot of challenges for everyone. Attended the Tri-State meeling in Idaho; Chronic Wasting Disc.-ase 
in Wyoming was a main topic of discussion. Received phonc calls on shoulder seasons; landownl."fS arc concerned about fire danger, 
shares Commissioner Wolfe and Vice-Chainnan Stukcr's commercial opportunity concerns. 

S. Director's Report 
Mike Volesky. Chief of Operations, statc.'tl the Dc.-P3rtment and Commission have rcccivc.'tl a voluntary wildlife funding mechanism 
proposal; discussions ore cum.'11tly t<lking place; will bring to the Commission ot a later dalc. 

Chainnan Vennillion slatt.'tl the report from Finding Common Ground did specifically articulate this sort of proposal; this proposal is not 
species specific; habitat acquisition is not part of the proposal; strongly supportive of proposal. 

Commissioner Wolfe statc.'tl at the WAF A meeting an update was given on the Blue Ribbon rancl ~ federal legislation will be introduced 
to provide significant additional funding for fish and wildlife managemt.-nt that is not connected with the sale with hunting and fishing 
Iicenst."S; strong support from other state Commissioners. 

Chainnan Vcnnill ion stated the Commissioner's have signed a resolution supporting the state's policy and legislation thai would broaden 
dedicated funding mechanisms for wildlife conservation and implementation of the Montana Wildlife Action Plan, and c.-ncourages the 
Montana state legislature to allocate the nc.'Cc.'Ssary 25% non-federal match in the event that new dl..'uicated federal funding is secured. 
(Copy of the resolution can be found in the August 11 , 2016 Commission file) . 

6. Clnsslficatlon or Exotic \Vildlire Administratln Rules or Montana - Proposed 
CnllitricMdae (Primate family including Tamarins and Mannosets) - Prohibited 

Mike Lee, Comml.TCial Wildlife Pennit Manager, explained on February I I, 2016 the Classification Review Commiuee (CRC) received 
a petition to classify the common Mannoset monkey, an increasingly popular pet in many parts of the world Dnd in some states; many 
western states have prohibited the Mannosct monkl.')' from any type of pcr50nal possession. The committl."C conducted its own 
independent rCSCUfch and dl."Cided to include the entire family of pritrultes including Mannoscts and Tomarins. The CRC would 
appreciate the Commission's occcptancc 10 include this family of primntes to the prohibited species list by amending Administr.uive 
Rules or Monlnnn (ARM) 12.6.2215 

Aclio,,: Vice·Cllairlllall S,"ker mo~t1 allli Commissioller Wolfe secollded II.e IIIolioll ,IIal ,IIe Commissioll propose ,IIe Qlllelldll.etIJ to 
Ille c1assijicalim. of exolic species ARAI12.6.2215 as recolllmelllied by Ille c1assijicalioll review comlllitt~e. 

Chninnon Vennill ion asked for public comment. 

Actioll 011 Alolim.: ~/olio" passcli. 

7. Wo.er Updole 
Gary Bertclloui. Acting Fisheries Administrator, gave a statewide water restriction and closure update. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked the Dc.-partment to send the Commission a listing of all statewide closures. 

8. Future Fisheries Project Approvals - Finnl 
Michelle McGrcc, Habitat Restoration Program Officl..'f, explained the Future Fisheries Improvement Program (FFIP) continues to 
provide funds for projects that R.-store fishery habitats in streams, rivers and lakes for the benefit of wild fisheries. Applications arc 
reviewed twice each yc.-ar by the 14-membcr Citizen Review Panel (CRr) appointed by the Governor. Recommendations ore forwarded 
to the Commission every six months for consideration and approval. For the Summer 2016 funding cycle, the CRr recommends funding 
to of II submitted proposals at a program cost of S249,475 ~ one of the submitted proposals W QS withdrawn by the applicant and is 
considered inactive. Mutching funds or in-kind contributions from outside sources total $827,626, for more than a 3 . 3 ~to-l match. The 
public was infonned about program funding opportunities via news releases, a public meeting, and infonnation posted on FWP's 
website; the eRP held a public meeting and reviewed applications, discussed proposed projects with applicants in attendance, and 
providl.'tI the opportunity for public comment; no public comment was received. Environmental Assessments (EA) were prepared for 
three of the tcn projects rccommendl.-d for funding; two projects fell under a categorical exclusion, four have bf.."Cn or will be assessed 
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under the federal National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and one had an EA completed previously. The comment period for 
drafted EAs ended July 27; six comments were received; all in support. 

AClio,,: Commissioller Wolfe moved alld Vice-Cltairma" Swker secollded tire 1II01ioll ,IIat the Com",issioll approve 'he Cit;:.ell 
Review Pallel/ulldillg rectJllllllelldat;olls/or 'he SIIIIImer 2016 fillldillg cycle o/tlte Flttllre Fisheries ImproJlelllellt Program. 

Chainnan Vcnnillion asked for public comment 

Actio" 011 MOlio,,: MOlio" passed. 

9. Bn" Fishing Contest Petition - Flnnl 
Gary Bcncllotti, Acting Fisheries Administrator, explained on July 14,2016, Don Collins submitted a petition to amend ARM 12.7.808 
to allow bass caught during authorized catch and release fishing contcsts to be held by participants without regard to fish length limits . 
The petition retains the requ irement the number of fish held cannot otherwise exceed the daily limit allowed on the water body; because 
it would allow a daily limit of bass to bc held without concern for length limits, the amendment would override that aspect of current 
fishing regulations on any watcr body for which Icngth limits on bass exist. Montana Code Annotated (MCA) requires the Commission to 
either deny thc petition or initiate rulcmaking within 60 days. The public has not had an opportunity to review or comment on the 
petition. The proposed rule change modifies current fishing regulations during bass fishing contests. If approved by the Commission, 
rulemaking processes would be initiated Dnd public comment would be solicited; the Commission can also dcny the petition. Supporting 
this decision is an ARM amendment outside of the annual fishing regulation setting process; the amendment remains in effect until 
changed and does not receive annual review. In contrast, annual and biennial regulations allow the Commission to be responsive to the 
fish and wildlife needs within Montana and adopt quotas and other regulations in a responsive manner. Following the rules in the 
petition could end up violating fishing regulations; in the case of a contest on a lake where only one bass over 12 inches is allowed, this 
rcgulation could bc violatcd becausc of the scntcnce in the rule that "All fish must be released at the end of the day unless the fish died as 
a result of handling during the contest." If a contestant had two fish over 12 inches die during the tournament, they would be compellcd 
to kecp both of them and would be in violation of the regulation; this is contral)' to a major objective for fishing regulations which is to 
provide needed protection to fish populations. Providing exceptions to the existing regulations for some, but not all, rcduces the ability to 
meet this objective and creates other issues with enforceability and fairness. The Commission can approve the petition and initiate the 
rulemaking process; approval would initiate the Montana Administrative Procedure Act (MAPA) process. FWP rL~ommends the 
Commission deny the petition and retain all modifications to fishing regulations in its annual and biennial regulation setting process. 
FWP has consistently required fishing contests to follow existing fishing regulations, and providing exceptions to the existing regulations 
for some, but not all, reduces the ability to meet this objective and creates other issues with enforceability and fairness. 

Mark Deleray, Region I Fisheries Manager, explained the current restrictive water body regulations. 

Actioll: Vice-Clrairmall Stllker IIwved alld Commissioller Wolfe secollded tire motioll tlrat the Commissioll dellY tlte petitioll 
sllbmittell by Mr. Collills reqllestillg all allmillislrative rille challge regardi"g bass possessiolllimits dllrillg tOllTliamellls. 

Chainnan Vennillion and Deleray discussed lengthlslot limitation for bass in watcr bodies within Region I. 

Don Collins, Petitioner, explained the reasoning for his petition. 

Commissioners, Bcrtellotti, Delcray and Collins had a lengthy discussion on issues regarding the petition and current bass tournament 
regulations. 

Bertellotti stated legally, on a case-by-case basis, an exception could be made as long as it doesn't conflict with management objects. 

Chainnan Vennillion askcd for public comment. 

Stephen Roth, Kalispell. supports petition. 

Chancy Jeschke, Kalispell. supports petition; could take pressure ofT Noxon Reservoir; economical value of tournaments is huge. 

Petc Jellar, Flathead WU, good way to get young people out in the fishing community~ supports petition. 

Jim Voshro, Flathead Wildlife, supports petition; bass tournamcnts arc a grcat source for data. 

Chainnan Vennillion and Dcleray discussed tournaments in other watcr bodies within the Region. 

Commissioner Wolfe statcd he has spoke with Delcray and hc cannot support the petitton as it is written. 

Commissioncr and Bertellotti discussed casc-by-case exceptions. 
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Commissioner Wolfe asked if the Dcpartmenl has the ability on a casL.~by-case basis to make an exception. 

Bertellotti staled yes. that is correct. 

Vice-Chainnan Stuker, Commissioner Wolfe and Bertcllotti discussed how to handle fu ture nppl icalions, 

Commissioner Wolfe staled if the Department as the flexibility to suspend the IL-ngth limits on a case-by-case basis, he wilt support the 
motion, 

Actio" 011 Motioll: MfJtitm passell. 

Chainnan Vennillion thanked Mr. Collins for bringing and addrasing the petition to the Commission. 

10. Duck Creek Fishing Access Site Construction Closure (R6) - Final 
Gary Bertellotti. Acting Fisheries Administrator, explained Duck Cn..-ck Fishing Access Site (F AS) is a popular access to Fort Peck 
Reservoir ncar Glasgow. The Duck Creek construction projL."Ct witt include paving and striping the parking area; Ihe parking lot and 
upper fish cleaning lot are currently graveled. As site use incrL.'3ses, non-designated parking has bL."Come an issue and gravel on the 
concrete boat ramp must be constantly swept to avoid unsafe conditions; no ADA parking or pavL.'<I path to the bathroom exists currently. 
A meeting will be held and will constitute public notice; comments will be solicited at this lime. There is support for this project from 
local and state WU Chapters and Gl j]sgow Chamber ofCommL.~ce; WU is on rL."Cord with a leiter of support and has offered to cost-share 
the project. 

Actio".. Vice·Chair",a" Stuker moved ami Commissioller WIJlfe seco"ded the IIIoliOlI that 'he Commissioll elldorse FWP's request to 
temporaril)' c/fJse vehicular access to the Duck Creek Fishillg Access Sile Il"rillg CfJllstrt,ctioll scheduled later th;s Slimmer. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked for public comment. 

Actio" 1111 A-lfJlifJlI: Motio" passed. 

11. 2017 Fishing Regulations - Proposed 
Joel Tohtz, Fisheries Management Bureau Chief, explained Montana's fishing-regulation process is based on a four-year cycle. The 2015 
set regulations for20 16-2019 establ ished fishing regulations underwent a thorough internal review by FWP that includes consideration of 
idL.'3s. comments, and regulation suggestions from the public. These regulations are meant ( 0 remain in place four years during which 
time their elTL."Ctivcness is evaluated wi th respect to fish management objc."Ctives as well as angler use and satisfaction; changes to the 
regulations are presented 10 the Commission in subsequL.'flt years. In 2017 the Departmenl has 15 regulation changes; each proposal is 
intL.'I1dcd to improve L.-ase of understanding, relevancy, and the consistency of protections for our fisheries in the upcoming years. With 
Commission approval, the recommended proposals will be solici1ed for a 30-day public comment pL.,-iod; the final recommendations will 
be brought back at the October 20 16 Commission meeting. The proposc.-d changes arc: 

)yFSTERN DISTRICT Belling I 

btt~~!;-tfl'.r T .. ,y! 
DL~cte 20 16 V crsion 

.-.!ffi)WtHt\f .. fI+-t""· ..... "~tl 

--&tttggill.r;-: llpC!I' Ji:lr S~ I I I~ftH'~'t-k"tllhl!r Io! I I "tt'tftI~h~-~nh-t.~ 

• Entife Stfeam 
• 9".etl ls "sh_",; 811 ) 281. 

Rearrange and add: 
• Open to fishing all year, l IH'pl 150 , til'l l .. 11/""/1'('11111 o{ f..( I.'!r..r (h'e). to ClUl\( CUIOf) 

• RflcI!!;c· Clml'd II} (/IlgllII~ li'oll/Ju" 15 l"m ug" Ocio/Jl'I' ,I. 
• Brown trout: no limit. 
• Snagging; D()UII<;IJ'(,1f11l o/7roy D{/m open for f..·oIWIICl' Salmon from Septcmber 15 through November 30. 

Middle Fork Flathead River "'RAI ~ IAG ~ 
M-ktf~Il~" HtHft.t....y..; IEkflt6S 

• C;.eu~ '"~~~~~~Wt'f--l-2-itl't'l~n Fi cr: MA EI . l f I:El lh . PIli · i . , ~ limil ill lu l ~; 1t*4ud~--Rtti~ 
11'411;1 1. C!;mhA14U T fl t:l l U'HJ ".I'1Hi~ CffiyHng. 

Non-wilderness portion 
NOTE: Montana/Gtacicr National Park boundary is the ordinary high water mark on the park side of the river, 

s ClosL.~ to angling June I through September 30 within a ISO-yard rad ius of the BL.-ar Crc."Ck stream mouth. 
• Catch-and-release for CUllhroat Trout. 
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• Extended Whitefish season and catch· and release for trout open December t to third Saturday in May with artificiallurcs 
andlor maggots only_ 

South Fork Flathead RIver GRM>lAGIi 
All .. tU~f" ~f4eI;ttt+4ftffit-Hu¥y-Hof"ge .. -9ttHt.;-ucltt+Ji~tfn-gty+ltJr: t:! RI:!o t:!Po nir tllHl l fi~l:ItE:\ Jl~ ;j t! ;e,q:1iI ~ 1t!il:dfl Cn::el . .. ~t':li t ~ 
bdttw) 

• ~»hltl~fi*It~Hy-ttfttHt1 ~tl . iSt:!.- . i i H t . ldRd tl\ 'i'P 12 i l k:ol~w~ltJ~~~ .... ~· .. lttntHll 11:11, .:_ .. 1f\I;..~ttiftl~ 

+Fett~Fe<tt--+Fettl Elf! d / . r=e~~Hg, 
Mainstcm upstream from Hungry Horse Reservoir (from Crossover Boat Ramp south and upstream to the confluence of Youngs and 
Danaher creeks) 

Bull Trout: catch-and-release from the third Saturday in May through July 31 . A Hungry HorseiSouth Fork Flathead Bull Trout 
Catch Card must be in possession when fishing for Bull Trout. Sec Special License requirements for application infonnation. 
All Bull Trout must be released immediately. It is unlawful to posscss a live Bull Trout for any reason. 

Mcadow Creek Bridge to Spotted Bear footbridge and tributaries 
Catch-and-release ftfll-y.ti'r ClIllllmar trolll 
Artificial lures only. 

Hungry Horse Dam downstream to Devil's Elbow and tributaries 
• Closed entire year. 

Devil's Elbow downstream to mouth and tributaries 
Catch-and-release for Cutthroat Trout. 
Extended season for Whitefish and catch-and-release for trout open December I to third Saturday in May with artificial lures 
and/or maggots only. 

\VESTERN DISTRICT _ Region 2 

McCormick Pond aka Silver's Lagoon (M issoula). 
Gr," .·. pRl-HI_.~I~~ 
.; n:h de il) Hll tJ in p E L':~ i :; i tlli, jm) "'flt:~j~.i . 

Qpt:n Itl JiS IH-A~I\-Clk ... 11 yt: il~r tl g.i! Of' ) LllJ f~ 

Regulations arc re-ordered to match the complimentary entry for Silver's Lagoon aka MeConnick Pond, trout limit is n .. -duced, no limit 
for other species: 

McCormick "ond Il~a Silver's I.llgoon (J\li,,:-'(Illl a), 
• Open to fishing for anglers 14 years of age or younger. 
• Open April I through October 30. 
• 3 fish dBil)' BAd iA f'8ssessi8A, BA)' sf'eeies. Cumhll/cd frmll. II/t !m!III.1!. L"lIfflimal lrolll /.fi,·h dtllrr alld III pm'sl"\wlf 

• Trout limit reduced, no limit for other species: 

Silver's Lagoon u~u i\lcCormic~ Pond (\·l i" ... llula) 

• Open to fishing for anglers 14 years of age or younger. 
• Open April I through October 30. 
• 3 fish dail)' Bftd ift f'8ssessi8ft, Bft)' sf'eeies. lOflfhlllu/ll"Olfl III,",/ldlll ~ UtUhnm l l m ttl , //1\'11 dllil) (llid II1/'O ~ " t ' ~ IOlr 

CENTRAl DISTRICT_Reg;on 3 

BIg Hole RIver 
Delete 2016 Version: En __ 

• ~ftllHtfloti.FdciiZi c! fhr Aflt't+t..~~ 
• ~~~it (l i , It "F1E~d'l-fl+\+J-rt l ~II:;C: I(IF Iml:l l tlflcn [)c4.cll l l:!Cf I III Ih~iffi....Stttufdtty .... tn .. -Mtt~h .. tfntHcitti 

I~",. 
Heit~f e F !ii III ?,l F1ft!t..Bt!k::RftttktI~ 

• OFtloh T FUUI el"tffi C! 'UiFC! rt:ij F, 

u... ...... IffO= • ...pie!;!e-Br-ld::e 
• ~Hmi4~"tU~i~~1"(~~~'H~t'\..~FM .. )ft .. 

O .. ki...tl.id· .... """"'........R.Id. .. 
• An.fr~ftJ.4ufe;.ooJy. 

Proposed 2017 Version: 
1I1.'adlt'alt~r!O III Dit.'Ml.' IJritigt! 

• Oplll all yctlr. 
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• Como/w.!d Trout: 5 l lail..l' (/lld iIlI'OS"'l'H IOIl. I/O <;i::c rntrll .. lum . 

• Hroo/.. TW ill: 10 dail) lind illl'0.\·se\·.\;OII. 

JJic:kie Bridt:e /II Jldrtl.\·e Bl'itlt!t!s 

• latch al/d rdl·t/\'(· j(J/, Ir('ll( Gmylrng 

• Al'lifh:wllllll'\' ollir. 
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• Catch (/lId n: lct1\·c Oil/.! lor Im lll Dt!lwllhf..'l'" I to dunl S,II"rd(/ v i ll \tim 111111 drlifi<. lalillre ... alUl or maggol .... 
;Udm.\·e JJl'idg(· ... It) Ille ",mlllr 

• ('ald , IIl1d ,dt'a .":c Ii II' 1/,('111..' Gf'l~rlmg. 

• Catclt lIml rckIH" (JIll), jor lrolll /Jl.'l...'lIl1hl...'f' I 10 "lff'll Sa/lIIt!a)' III '\Itt) \I "It artificial lur l'\ alld 'or tl/tlggol.'i. 

Red Rock Creek (Beaverhead River drainage) 
• Open entire year CXCf.-pt May IS through June 14, 
• 8""'lroo-H~~Joj.lyitlttJ..i,~~" .... \. 
• Cmlltmdl 7nWI: 5 dlli(r 1111(1 ill p0\'.\l'ss/0t1. I/O "'::l "lIIil. 

I>ud( Creel.: 
• 0/ lt'n fIJI I'd Salllrday III MlIY tlJro/l~" \(1 1'( 111/,,·,· .W .. 

Gnl\·ling Crecl( 
• OPt'" tll".d Sa/lln /m ' m .\1a ll IlJmll~" r\OI'cm/Jcf' 3{}. 

South Fork Mudisoll Rhe .. 
• Opt' llllurt! Saflfrday III .\4ay I/mlllg ls ,\ OI"i.ml t(T W 

Hellroaring Creek (Yellowstone River drainage) 
• Cutthroat Trout: 3 daily and in possL'Ssion, »fflll:: III tor 12 til"" IJUt' m'~ 'I ' I " inches. 

CENTRAl . D'STRICT - RN"OD 4 

~I < IS ' h .. ' ugl~~ 
~-.tI~>ttglHI ,.« d "r r.~ FUIlt')'o 

CENTRAl DISTRICT_Region 5 

Slough Creek (Yellowstone River drainage) 
• Cutthroat Trout 3 daily and in possL'Ssion, IIHITt.! .... ~ (J1l/ . -' mil OILr 14 inches. 

Soda Butte Creek (Yellowstone River drainage) 
• Cuuhroal Trout: 3 daily and in possL'Ssion. t~~",~~ Oil'" OUt IH\.r 14 inches. 

CENTRA. P'STRICJ - Rl'1Ilon 3 pnd 5 

Yellowstone River Tributaries 
• B~fl5 10 Ft.JIi: , Hellroaring. Slough and Soda Butte cn:eks upstream from YNP boundary. 

o Cutthroat Trout 3 daily and in possession, tlt-\fk1-'1.~J 0/1/1' (Jilt ' 0\ t'I' /.; inches. 
• All tributaries between YNP Boundary and Pine Creek Bridge. 

o Catch·and·rclease for Cutthroat Trout. 
• All tributaries downstn .. oam from Springdale. 

o Combined trout All may be Cutthroat Trout (unless indicated otherwise in tributary exceptions). 

[A.STERN DISJRICT _ RttiOo 7 

Intake Diversion Dam to about 1/4 mile d01.vnstreom as posted (Yel low Tag) 
~~h~~~ Jli lld 3nl,~hf.n~lf' -st .. tt~~iftt"'ff6:tft-bt at. .. J 

. t!j .iC l .... 

• C/(J ... cd to fi\·lt i llg. "'f/fI~~/IIg. or Itllldill'.!. Paddlt /i .. I, Imm /"fHlI'i \'( Hl/\' d1l1'lf1~ 11i(' 0l't'n Paddldi\1i S(' {I\OIl (\IIII' / 5 1I1roll~h 
.II/lit' .W. or em III.. r as I'rJ\'l('c/ Oil \ffd 

Intake Diversion Dam to a bout 114 mile downstream as posted 
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• C/o,h'd If) liv/wlg. \/lllgs:iJlg. Of' laflding PlIddh·/i, J. ,1ml1l hOllhT('H£' /' dllnll!~ the (lI'CII Paddle/;,-h Sl'(I.\'O/l (:\1(/\ 15 throllgh .I1111t! 

,0. or ('orbel" as f'o,,/(!d 011 "l if.' ) 

• Snagging: It is illegal to snag for fish other than Paddlefish. 

Chainnan Vcnnillion and Joel Tohtz discussed the Duck Creek, Hcllroaring and Slough Creek fishing proposals. 

Actio,,: Vice-Chairmall SUtker moved alld Com",issioller Wolfe secollded tl.e 1II0lioll ,lrat the COlllm;ss;tm a",lror;:e FWP to solicit 
Pllblic comme,,' 011 tile proposell jishillg reglliatio" challges for 2017. 

Chainnan Vcnnillion stated in the past, he asked the Department to look at different approaches to hook size and types on the Madison 
River; Department is about to engage on a comprehensive public conversation on how to manage the Madison River; encourages to have 
robust conversations with the public about how to manage the river moving fonvard. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked for public comment. 

Vern Parrow, WU, recommends changing the Canyon Ferry walleye slot limit. 

leroy Mehring, Skyline Sportsmen, walleye were illegally introduced by bucket biologist in Canyon Ferry; opposes any changes to 
Canyon Ferry. 

Chainnan Vennillion and Tohtz discussed the Canyon Ferry Management Plan. 

Chainnan Vennillion encourages the public to comment. 

Tohtz stated there will be plenty of opportunity for public comment. 

Actioll Oil Motioll: Motioll passed. 

1Z. Blackfoot Clearwater Forestry Project - Final 
Ken McDonald, Wildlife Administrator, explained this forest management project will implement a combination of treatments on 
approximately 372 acres of the Blackfoot·Cleanvater Wildlife Management Area (WMA). The proposed treatments include salvage 
logging of mountain pine beetle killed trees, commercial thinning, fuels reduction, and removal of encroaching conifers in quaking aspen 
slands. The proposed treatment area is important for big·gamc winter and summer range, elk calving grounds, grizzly bear habitat, and 
will be designed to improve big·game forage production and promote historical stand conditions typical of forests within high frequency 
fire regimes. Desired future conditions will enhance habitat for small mammals, retain and recruit large diameter snags for cavity nesting 
species, and enhance a mosaic understory that favors recruitment of shrubs and grasses. FWP would begin implementation in the 
summer of20 16 through the fall of2018. The draft EA was made available for public review on May 21, 2016; no public comment was 
received. Changes from the original proposal included retaining patches of Douglas·Fir regeneration to provide additional hiding cover 
and increased snag retention in pine beetle killed slands. No action will allow for a continued departure from historic conditions that 
would further degrade wildlife habitat conditions associated with this project, and would allow the stands proposed for treatment to 
continue to grow tn .. "CS on sites that do not favor dense forest conditions resulting in increased susceptibility to forest insect and diseases 
and risk of stand n .. "Placement fire not typical of forests in these areas. FWP recommends implementing the proposed Forest Restoration 
Treatments based on the demonstrated need to improve future forest stand and wildlife habitat conditions. Final financing is still being 
worked on; should be a break·even project; not much commercial value. 

Actioll: COllllllissioller Wolfe moved alld Clrairmall VermilliOll secOIlded ti,e IIIotioll tlrat tire CtJlllmissioll approve tire proposed forest 
restoratioll project Oil Blackfoot-Clearwater "''''IA as presellted by FWP. 

Commissioner Wolfe and McDonald discussed modifications in the DI,."Cision Notice (ON), due to internal concerns. 

Chainmm Vennillion asked for public comment. 

Rich Lane, Missoula, supports project; will help to reduce threat to habitat wildlife and improve lands; FWP stafThave done a remarkable 
job. 

Actioll 011 Motioll: "'Iotioll passed. 

13. Keogh Conservation Easement AdditIon - FInal 
Ken McDonald, Wildlife Administrator, explained FWP proposes to purchase a conservation casement (CE) on a 41·acre in·holding that 
lies in the middle of the existing Keogh CE, 7,106 encumbered acres, located 15 miles north of Whitehall, MT. Bureau of land 
Management (BlM) owned the in-holding in the past; currently the Fitzgerald family, who also own the land encumbered by the FWP 
CE, holds the in-holding. The appraised value and cost of the casement is $46,400; the Treasure State Chapter of the Mule Deer 
Foundation (M OF) has committed to contribute $10,000 toward the purchase; the balance would be paid for through the Habitat Montana 
Program. The in·holding would be encumbered with the same tenns as the surrounding casement and managed under Ihe same 
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management plan. Public comments were solicited through June 24. 2016; legal notices were printed in the local papers and posted on 
the FWP webpage; discussed with the Jefferson Valley Sportsmen Association; and copies of the EA were sent to adjacent landowners 
and several other interested parties; three comments were n .. -ccived, all in support. A ON in support of the proposed action was signed by 
the Region 3 Supervisor on June 30, 2016; two alternatives were considered: 1) FWP purchases a conservation easement on the 41-acrc 
i n~holding to the Kt..'Ogh Ranch Conservation Easement; 2) FWP does not purchase an casement on the in-holding. Proceeding with the 
proposed action would assure this land continues to provide valuable wildlife habitat and recn:ation access while also maintaining the 
land as part of a traditional agricultural operation. 

AClioll: Vice-Chairmall SllIker moved alld Ctmm,issioller JI'o!fe secollded Ihe ",olioll that tl.e Co",,,,issiOl' appro~e complelio" oft/,is 
additioll ttl II,e Keogh Rallcll COllservatioll Easemem. 

Chainnan Vcnnillion asked for public comment. 

Chainnan Vennillion thanked the MDF for their support and the Kt..'Ogh Ranch for working with the Department and MDF 10 get this CE 
done. 

Acti,,,, ,m Mtllitm: Motioll passed. 

14. Brucellosis 2016 Work Plan Review and Proposed 2017 Annual Work Plan - Proposed 
Quentin Kujala, Wildlife Management Section Chief. explaincd in January 2013. the Commission endorsed elk managL"ment 
recommendations from a citizen working group for use in areas with brucellosis in the Designated Surveillance Area (DSA). The 
Commission recognized the need for annual work plans based upon Ihese rL"CommL'tldations. The annual work plans describe specific 
management actions available for implementation. The proposed 2017 annual work plan represents the fifth iteration of annual plans and 
builds upon the 2013 .. 2016 plans and experience gained through implementation of these previous plans. and largely rL'Slales the 2016 
plan to include hazing, limited fencing, limited lethal removal of elk, habitat modifications. and other efforts to adjust elk distribution at 
smull scales to mitigate the risk of brucellosis transmission from elk to cattle. The proposed 2017 annual work plan includes new 
language addressing the potential for elk exposed to brucellosis to mix with elk not exposed in areas ncar the DSA boundary, identifies 
non .. k1hal hazing as a potential management response. Public comment opportunity will run through 5 p.m .• September 12 with final 
adoption at lhe October 13 Commission meeting. The citizen working group originally developed rL"Commendations for elk managemL~t 
in arL'3S with brucellosis was infonnally rceonvL~cd July 5 to review the past year's efforts and was open to the general public; the work 
group advocatL-d the additional propOSL-d language relative to diffL~ent elk groups potentially mixing. The plan reflects FWP experience 
gained from 2013~2016 efforts as well as continued, infonnal participation from the statewide working group, input from landowners, 
sportspersons, industry groups, other members of the public, and other agencies. 

Chainnan Vennillion, Vicc-Chainnan Stuker, Commissioner Wolfe and Kujal() had a lengthy discussion on the proposed plan. 

Actio,,: Clrairmall Vermillioll mo~ed alld Vice-Cllair",a" SlIlker secolldelillre IIIolim, tllat tire Comlllissim, atlopt tile proposed 2017 
a",,,,al work pia" for elk mallageme"t ill areas witll brucellosis as prese"t b)' FWP (for discussioll purposes). 

Chainnan Vcnnillion asked for public comment. 

Marty Zaluski, Department of Liveslock (DOL), shares same concerns as Commissioners; addressed Commissioner's issues in detail. 

Commissioners and Kujala discussed in depth details within the plan. 

Nick Gevok, Montana Wildlife FedL~ation (MWF), cannot support proposal: potential to fail ; tremendous expenses. 

Rod Bullis, Helena Hunters and Anglers (HHA), opposes proposill; cannot support: scientifically, pol itically and financially complicated 
issue; hazing proposal is over the top. 

Kathryn QannaYahu. Enhancing Montana 's Wildli fe and Habitat (EMWH), OPPOSL-S proposal; grave concerns; sportsmen dollars arc 
being used; plan is full ofhok-s; just found out about proposal a few nights ago. 

Leroy Mehring, SS, opposed to commingling/hazing of elk~ will not work; most stressful time for elk. 

Harold Johns. SS, not in favor of proposal; money should be spent to develop a vaccine. 

Jay Bodner, Montana Stockgrowers Association (MSA). supports keeping the working group in place; dOL"S not want DSA expandL'tI; 
different options arc available to consider. 

Glen Hockett, Gallatin Wildlife Federation (GWA). opposes hazing elk away from elk idea; lethal tools should be eliminatL'1I from plan; 
vaccine should be developed_ 
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Clinton Nagel, GW A. opposes proposal; agrees with other opposed comments. 
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o Jim Bailey, GWA, asked for an explanation of what "small groups" and "large numbers" of elk are that Kujala talked about 

Chainnan Vennillion stated the Department will respond to Bailcy's question in due time. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Amellded Actioll: Cltairmall Vermillioll moved ami Commissioller Wolfe secOllded lite mOlioll Iltal lite Commissi",. approve lor 
lelllalive purposes, lite proposed 1017 a",IIIal work plall/or elk mallagemelll ill areas willt brllcellosis. ,.,ilh II,e exceptioll to remove 
lite elk Itazillg 10 redllce COlllmillglillg willt olher elk Iwl exposed 10 brllcellosis portio" from the piUl. (page 4·6). 

VicL~Chainnan Stuker asked the Department to look at the area outside the DSA and come back to the Commission with some sort of 
rL'Commendations to alleviate this issue. 

Commissioner Tourtlotte staled he supports the amendment; irresponsible of the Dt.:partment to propose, moved the line too far; 
Departments obligation is to the sportsmen/women and to Montana citizen ' 5. 10 make proposals that are not just for the sake of 
discussion; proposal was impossible to implement. 

Vice·Chainnan Stuker supports most of Commissioner Tourtlotte' comments; the DLllartment docs have obligations to all Citizens, 
landowners, ranchers, sportsmenfwomen: feels the Department did look at all parties involved; as long as there is communication. 
hopefully a solution can be made. 

Chainnan Vennillion stated it is n team effort; the Commission made n commitment to listen to the Brucellosis Working Group; 
hopefully the Department and DOL understand the Commission's action; everyone has the same goal. 

Aclio" 011 Ame"ded Itlolioll: Motio" passed. 

15. Bighorn Sheep Ilealth Update - Inrormatlonal 
Chainnan Vennillion stated due to meeting time constraints, this infonnational item will be postponed to a future meeting.. 

16. Selection of Organizations to Auction 2017 Moose, Sheep, Goat, Mule Deer and Elk Licenses - Final 
Hank Worscch, Licensing Bureau Chief explained, a press release and notice on the FWP website for solicitation of interested 
organizations were completed this year. Responding proposals for 2017 licenses came from the following: Wild Sheep Foundation 
(WSF) • sheep; MDF • mule deer; Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) • elk and moose; Safari Club International·Great Falls 
(SCIGF) • goat; and Montana Ducks Unlimited (MTDU) • moose. 

ACli,,,,: Vice·Cltairmall SlIIker IIIlwell ami CmllmissiOl.er Wolfe secomled lire IIIoliOl' tlrat tire Com",issioll approve Ducks U"limitelt 
lor the ",oose license, Wil,i Sheep FOIllldati,,,, lor tlte slreep Iice"se, Safari Club lor tire goat Iicellse, Rock)' "'mmtai" Elk 
Fou"datioll/or lite elk Iicellse alld lite ll-lule Deer FOlllulalioll/or lite deer Iicellse. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked for public comment. 

Chainnan Vennillion thanked all the organizations for their support; appreciates their partnership. 

Commissioner Wolfe stated last year's auctions generation over $400,000 for wildli re management in Montana. 

Kurt AIt, WSF, thanked the Commission for the long collaboration and hopes to continue to generate revenue to help Montana 
conservation. 

Actioll 011 "'Iolioll: Illotio" passed. 

27. Public Comment - For Issues Not On This Agenda 

Actio,,: Vice-Chaintla" Stllker ",ovelt alld Commissioller Wolfe secolldelilite IIIotioll 10 adjollrlllite meetillg. "'fotioll Passell. 

The meeling adjollrnell al I J :55 a.lII. 

Qlltnan 
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